
your way of knowing how  
our meat animals were raised



global animal partnership™

Founded in 2008, Global Animal Partnership is an international, multi-
stakeholder organization dedicated to continually improving the lives of farm 

animals through such efforts as outreach, training and the development and 
implementation of the 5-Step Animal Welfare Rating system.

what is the 5-step animal welfare rating program?
Global Animal Partnership’s tiered rating system was developed to rank 
animal welfare practices and conditions within farm-animal production 

systems. The ratings are determined by independent third-party certifiers 
using auditors trained by Global Animal Partnership.  These auditors use 

specific criteria to evaluate animal health and well-being, handling, 
living conditions and transportation. * Standards for other species are currently in development, as are ratings for multi-ingredient items

	 made with chicken, pork and beef.
**Federal regulations prohibit the use of hormones in raising pigs and broiler chickens.

the 5-step animal welfare rating program
at whole foods market®

Throughout our meat department you’ll find chicken, beef and pork labeled 
with the Global Animal Partnership 5-Step Animal Welfare Rating.* It’s your  
way of knowing exactly how the animals were raised for the meat you are 
buying. We have made it easier for you to identify the steps with simple color 
coding. You will not find any chicken, beef or pork with a red label in Whole 
Foods Market meat cases.

the steps:

about the steps
The Global Animal Partnership 5-Step Animal Welfare Rating Program 
outlines specific welfare practices, beginning at Step 1, which is the first level 
in the program and a clear departure from conventional practices. At Step 1 
farmers and ranchers must focus intently on the welfare of their animals and 
meet specific standards, including no antibiotics, no animal by-products in 
their feed and no added growth hormones.** As another example of the strict 
Step 1 standards, most physical alterations widely used in animal production 
are prohibited. The progressive nature of the program encourages producers 
to improve their welfare practices and to attain higher Step ratings.



RED
Not Step Rated

ORANGE
Global Animal Partnership Step 1

ORANGE PLUS
Global Animal Partnership Step 2

YELLOW
Global Animal Partnership Step 3

GREEN
Global Animal Partnership Step 4

GREEN PLUS
Global Animal Partnership Steps 5–5+

Does Not Meet Whole 
Foods Market Requirements

No Cages, No Crowding Enriched Environment Enhanced Outdoor Access Pasture Centered

To qualify for sale at  
Whole Foods Market,  

a producer must be Step rated,  
so there is no way to list  

specific issues in the red category.

Chicks must be bred, hatched and 
raised on an integrated farm (Step 
5+). 

Group size less than 500 birds. 

No more than 2 birds per hand during 
catching (Step 5). 
Birds must be carried upright, one at a 
time (Step 5+). 

Birds must be able to perch. 

Sufficient vegetative material in forage 
areas to encourage natural behavior. 

Sufficient vegetative material in forage 
areas to encourage natural behavior.

At least 50% vegetative cover on 
pasture. 

At least 75% vegetative cover on 
pasture. 

Shade required in all outdoor areas. Shade required in all outdoor areas. Shade required in all outdoor areas.

Continuous outdoor access required 
for all birds; indoor foraging area 
required during seasonal conditions 
posing a welfare risk. 

Birds must live continuously on 
pasture or in foraging areas    ; indoor 
foraging area required during seasonal 
conditions posing a welfare risk.

Birds must live continuously on pasture 
or in foraging areas year round.

Cover or blinds in housing to enable 
chickens to hide and isolate them-
selves from other birds. 

Cover or blinds in outdoor areas 
AND in housing to enable chickens  
to hide, isolate themselves from  
other birds and for protection  
from predators. 

Cover or blinds in outdoor areas 
AND in housing to enable chickens  
to hide, isolate themselves from  
other birds and for protection  
from predators.

Cover or blinds in outdoor areas 
to enable chickens to hide, isolate 
themselves from other birds and for 
protection from predators. 

At least one enrichment in housing. At least two enrichments in housing. At least two enrichments in housing.
Enrichment is provided by pasture or 
forage area rather than in housing. 

Maximum 8-hour transport time. Maximum 8-hour transport time. Maximum 4-hour transport time. Maximum 4-hour transport time.

Maximum 4-hour transport time 
(Step 5).  
Maximum 2-hour transport time 
(Step 5+). 

To ensure litter quality, must trouble-
shoot all instances of hock burn 
exceeding 15% of the flock.

Hock-burn tolerance: 10% of  
the flock. 

Hock-burn tolerance: 5% of  
the flock. 

Hock-burn tolerance: 3% of  
the flock. 

Hock-burn tolerance: 2% of the flock 
(Step 5).   
Hock-burn tolerance: 0.5% of the 
flock (Step 5+). 

No physical alterations of birds raised 
for meat (including beak trimming, 
de-spurring, dubbing, caponization).

No physical alterations of birds raised 
for meat (including beak trimming, 
de-spurring, dubbing, caponization).

No physical alterations of birds raised 
for meat (including beak trimming, 
de-spurring, dubbing, caponization).

No physical alterations of birds raised 
for meat (including beak trimming, 
de-spurring, dubbing, caponization).

No physical alterations of birds raised 
for meat (including beak trimming, 
de-spurring, dubbing, caponization).

Birds must have enough space to flap 
their wings and preen without touch-
ing another bird; birds must be able to 
dust bathe.

Birds must have enough space to flap 
their wings and preen without touch-
ing another bird; birds must be able to 
dust bathe.

Birds must have enough space to flap 
their wings and preen without touch-
ing another bird; birds must be able to 
dust bathe.

Birds must have enough space to flap 
their wings and preen without touch-
ing another bird; birds must be able to 
dust bathe.

Birds must have enough space to flap 
their wings and preen without touch-
ing another bird; birds must be able to 
dust bathe.

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising chickens.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising chickens.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising chickens.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising chickens.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising chickens.)

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

broiler chickens  indicates a shift to a higher level of animal welfare

Step 5:	 animal centered; 
	 bred for outdoors
Step 5+:	animal centered; 
	 entire life on same farm



pigs
RED

Not Step Rated
ORANGE

Global Animal Partnership Step 1
ORANGE PLUS

Global Animal Partnership Step 2
YELLOW

Global Animal Partnership Step 3
GREEN

Global Animal Partnership Step 4
GREEN PLUS

Global Animal Partnership Steps 5–5+

Does Not Meet Whole 
Foods Market Requirements

No Crates, Stalls or Cages Enriched Environment Enhanced Outdoor Access Pasture Centered

To qualify for sale at  
Whole Foods Market,  

a producer must be Step rated,  
so there is no way to list  

specific issues in the red category.

On-farm or local slaughter (5+). 

Pigs remain with litter mates for entire 
lives. 

Unrestricted access to wallows. Unrestricted access to wallows.

At least 25% vegetative cover on 
pasture. If nose-ringed, at least 50% 
vegetative cover. 

At least 50% vegetative cover  
on pasture. 

Sufficient vegetative material in forage 
areas to encourage natural behavior. 

Sufficient vegetative material in forage 
areas to encourage natural behavior.

Continuous, unobstructed outdoor 
access required. 

Continuous access to pasture or 
foraging areas required when seasonal 
conditions permit; outdoor access 
required at all times; duration of 
seasonal removal limited. 

Animals live on pasture or in foraging 
areas for their entire lives; no seasonal 
removal permitted. 

Enrichments required in housing to 
encourage foraging behavior. 

Confinement to housing permitted 
only on a seasonal basis, not to exceed 
5 months in a 12-month period, or 
during extreme weather conditions. 

May be confined to housing only 
during extreme weather conditions. 

Maximum castration age of 7 days. Maximum castration age of 7 days. Maximum castration age of 7 days . Maximum castration age of 7 days. No castration. 

Minimum weaning age of 28 days. Minimum weaning age of 35 days. Minimum weaning age of 42 days. Minimum weaning age of 42 days. Minimum weaning age of 56 days. 

Lameness levels must not exceed 5% 
of herd at any one time.

Lameness levels must not exceed 4% 
of herd at any one time. 

Lameness levels must not exceed 3% 
of herd at any one time. 

Lameness levels must not exceed 2% 
of herd at any one time. 

Lameness levels must not exceed 2% 
of herd at any one time.

Bedding required in all housing. Bedding required in all housing. Bedding required in all housing.
Bedding required in huts and outdoor  
housing. 

Bedding required in huts and outdoor 
housing.

Space in housing for pigs to exercise, 
lie and move freely without obstruc-
tion. No more than 25% total floor 
area can be slatted.

Space in housing for pigs to exercise, 
lie and move freely without obstruc-
tion. No more than 25% total floor 
area can be slatted.

Space in housing for pigs to exercise, 
lie and move freely without obstruc-
tion. No more than 25% total floor 
area can be slatted.

Free access to housing or huts.  Space 
in housing for pigs to exercise, lie and 
move freely without obstruction. 

Free access to housing or huts.  Space 
in housing for pigs to exercise, lie and 
move freely without obstruction.

No tail docking, tooth clipping,  
de-tusking, disk nose rings.

No tail docking, tooth clipping,  
de-tusking, disk nose rings.

No tail docking, tooth clipping,  
de-tusking, disk nose rings.

No tail docking, tooth clipping,  
de-tusking, disk nose rings.

No tail docking, tooth clipping,  
grinding or filing, no de-tusking,  
no disk or septum nose rings. 

Maximum 14-hour transport time. Maximum 8-hour transport time. Maximum 8-hour transport time. Maximum 8-hour transport time.
Maximum 8-hour transport time 
(Step 5).
No transport permitted (Step 5+). 

Electric prods prohibited on farm and 
during transport.

Electric prods prohibited on farm and 
during transport.

Electric prods prohibited on farm and 
during transport.

Electric prods prohibited on farm and 
during transport.

Electric prods prohibited on farm and 
during transport.

No gestation crates, farrowing stalls 
or tethers.

No gestation crates, farrowing stalls 
or tethers.

No gestation crates, farrowing stalls 
or tethers.

No gestation crates, farrowing stalls 
or tethers.

No gestation crates, farrowing stalls 
or tethers.

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising pigs.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising pigs.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising pigs.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising pigs.)

No antibiotics, no animal by-products, 
no added growth hormones.  
(USDA regulations do not permit the use  
of growth hormones in raising pigs.)

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

 indicates a shift to a higher level of animal welfare

Step 5:	 animal centered; 
	 no physical alterations
Step 5+:	animal centered; 
	 entire life on same farm



beef cattle
RED

Not Step Rated
ORANGE

Global Animal Partnership Step 1
ORANGE PLUS

Global Animal Partnership Step 2
YELLOW

Global Animal Partnership Step 3
GREEN

Global Animal Partnership Step 4
GREEN PLUS

Global Animal Partnership Steps 5–5+

Does Not Meet Whole 
Foods Market Requirements

No Crowding Enriched Environment  Pasture Centered

To qualify for sale at  
Whole Foods Market,  

a producer must be Step rated,  
so there is no way to list  

specific issues in the red category.

There is no  
Yellow/Step 3  

for cattle.

On farm or local slaughter (Step 
5+). 

Branding and ear notching are 
prohibited. 

Objects must be provided for  
grooming and scratching (natural 
behavior). 

Pasture/range provides environment 
for expression of natural behavior. 

Pasture/range provides environment 
for expression of natural behavior.

At least 50% vegetative cover on 
range/pasture.

At least 50% vegetative cover on 
range/pasture.

At least 50% vegetative cover on 
range/pasture.

At least 75% vegetative cover on 
range/pasture. 

At least 7 of life on range/pasture.  At least 7 of life on range/pasture. At least 8 of life on range/pasture. Entire life on range or pasture. 

Maximum castration age 6 months 
using approved method for Step 1.

Maximum castration age 3 months 
using approved method for Steps 
2–4. 

Maximum castration age 3 months  
using approved method for Steps 2–4.

Castration prohibited. 

De-horning and routine horn tipping 
are prohibited.

De-horning and routine horn tipping 
are prohibited.

De-horning and routine horn tipping 
are prohibited.

Dehorning, routine horn tipping and 
disbudding are prohibited. 

Minimum weaning age of 6 months. Minimum weaning age of 6 months. Minimum weaning age of 6 months.
Minimum weaning age of 8 months. 
(Step 5). 
Natural weaning (Step 5+). 

Maximum 25-hour transport. Maximum 16-hour transport. Maximum 16-hour transport.
Maximum 8-hour transport (Step 5). 
No transport permitted (Step 5+). 

No market animals purchased from 
sale or auction barns.

No market animals purchased from 
sale or auction barns.

No market animals purchased from 
sale or auction barns.

No market animals purchased or sold 
through sale or auction barns. 

Bedding required in all housing. Bedding required in all housing. Bedding required in all housing. Bedding required in all housing.

Space in housing for cattle to exercise, 
lie and move about freely without 
obstruction.

Space in housing for cattle to exercise, 
lie and move about freely without 
obstruction.

Space in seasonal housing for cattle 
to exercise, lie and move about freely 
without obstruction.

Housing permitted only in weather 
emergency. 

Electric prods prohibited except in 
case of imminent danger to animal  
or handler.

Electric prods prohibited except in 
case of imminent danger to animal  
or handler.

Electric prods prohibited except in 
case of imminent danger to animal  
or handler.

Electric prods prohibited except in 
case of imminent danger to animal  
or handler.

No antibiotics, added growth  
hormones or animal by-products.

No antibiotics, added growth  
hormones or animal by-products.

No antibiotics, added growth  
hormones or animal by-products.

No antibiotics, added growth 
hormones or animal by-products.

Calves only moved to access range/
pasture with mother.

Calves only moved to access range/
pasture with mother.

Calves only moved to access range/
pasture with mother.

Calves only moved to access range/
pasture with mother.

All animals must be protected from 
heat or cold stress and from extreme 
weather.

All animals must be protected from 
heat or cold stress and from extreme 
weather.

All animals must be protected from 
heat or cold stress and from extreme 
weather.

All animals must be protected from 
heat or cold stress and from extreme 
weather.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

Independent 3rd-party audits  
of farm, transport and slaughter/ 
processing plants.

 indicates a shift to a higher level of animal welfare

Step 5:	 animal centered; 
	 no physical alterations
Step 5+:	animal centered; 
	 entire life on same farm



glossary of terms

animal by-products: Products of 
slaughter or animal production that are not fit 
for human consumption and are sometimes 
added to animal feeds.

animal centered: Primary emphasis 
on the welfare of the animal rather than on 
factors of economics or convenience.

audit: A third-party examination of a farm, 
ranch or facility to verify Global Animal 
Partnership 5-Step Animal Welfare Rating 
standards are met.

beak trimming: Removal of the tip of a 
chicken or turkey’s beak.

blinds: Vertical objects that birds can hide 
behind for protection. Can be indoors  
or outdoors.

branding: Identification by marking an 
animal’s hide using a hot or super-cooled iron.

caponization: Castration of a bird.

castration: Removal or destruction of 
the testes.

cover: Horizontal objects, trees, bushes  
or plants that birds can hide under that 
protect them from being seen, from direct  
sun and from aerial predators. Can be indoors 
or outdoors.

de-horning or tipping: 
De-horning is the removal of developed horn 
and supporting bone. Tipping is the removal 
of non-living horn material.

de-spurring: Removal of the spur or 
spur bud on the back of a male bird’s legs to 
prevent injury to other birds.

de-tusking: Removal of all or part of the 
tusks of a boar.

disbudding: Removal of undeveloped  
horn buds from a calf.

dubbing: Removal of a bird’s comb.

dust bath: An area of dry, loose earth 
or other appropriate substrate used by birds 
to maintain good feather condition and 
stay clean.

ear notching: Clipping an animal’s 
ear for identification.

enrichments: Items or substances 
for animals to play with and manipulate 
that are provided in addition to essential 
requirements. 

farrowing: The process of giving birth 
to piglets.

farrowing crate: A crate or stall in 
which a sow is confined during farrowing and 
suckling that restricts her movement. 

flock: All birds on a farm, if in an  
outdoor system, and all birds in one house,  
if in an indoor system.

forage: Food that consists of vegetative 
material that can include hay, silage, roots, 
crops or crop residues; to browse or graze 
for food.

forage area: An area in which there is 
sufficient vegetation (plants, grass, roots or  
crop stubble) that is actually used by the 
animals and encourages natural behavior. 
Specific to chickens and pigs.

gestation crate: A pen generally 
measuring 2x7 feet that confines sows during 
breeding and while pregnant.

group: Animals kept together in a defined 
location such as a pen, pasture, range or 
foraging area. May be part of a larger herd  
or flock.

group size: The actual number of 
animals kept together in a group.

herd: All mammalian animals of one 
species and one production method on a farm. 

hock burn: Lesions that form on the 
hocks (legs) of birds as the result of excessive 
contact with poor litter. 

housing: A structure, whether mobile  
or permanent, that provides animals 
protection from the elements and predation 
(i.e., barn, hut).

integrated farm: Breeding, hatching 
and raising chickens on the same farm, which 
may include more than one location under the 
same proprietorship.

market animal: An animal being 
raised for slaughter.

natural behavior: The way an 
animal behaves when all spatial and social 
needs are met in appropriately enriched 
conditions. 

nose rings: Two types of nose rings 
applied to pigs on pasture. Disk rings are 
applied around the edge of the pig’s snout to 
discourage rooting behavior. Septum rings 
are applied through the septum of a pig’s 
snout rather than around the edge. Septum 
rings cause less pain than disk rings while 
still discouraging behavior that can result in 
pasture degradation.
 
outdoor access: Animals are free to 
move between indoor and outdoor areas.

pasture: An area which provides a layer 
of managed vegetative cover and a foundation 
for the animals to walk on or through.

pasture centered: Animals live 
primarily on pasture or range.

predators: Animals who prey on  
farm animals. 

range: Unmanaged, open land with 
vegetative cover.

shelter: A natural or artificial break that 
provides animals protection from rain, hail, 
wind or other weather. Shelter can be natural 
(e.g., trees, hillsides, rocks that block the 
wind) or artificial (e.g., barns, huts, canopies).

sow: An adult female pig. 

tail docking: Removal of all or any 
portion of the tail.

tooth clipping, filing or 
grinding: Removal of the tips of a 
piglet’s teeth by snipping, filing or the 
use of a hand grinder.

transport: The movement of a farm 
animal onto or off of the farm.

vegetative cover (pasture): 
Grasses, legumes, herbs or other forage with 
an intact root base. Vegetative cover can be 
growing or dormant.

wallow: A depression in the ground 
containing water and/or fluid mud which pigs 
use for cooling in hot weather, for protection 
from insect bites and sunburn and to rest.

wattle: The flap of skin that hangs loosely 
from the neck of cattle.

weaning: Removal of offspring from the 
mother and/or transferring the offspring from 
milk to solid food.



globalanimalpartnership.org
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